Dec 2 1988

The Honorable Bill Archer

Member, U.S. House of Representatives
515 Rusk

Houst on, Texas 77002

Dear Congressman Archer:

| am responding to your request for consideration of the pipeline
ri ght-of-way matter involving | andowners, Byron L. Brown and
Juanita M Brown. While we are synpathetic to any di sagreenent
concerning the rights of Iandowners in relation to those of
easenment owners, the solution is largely a matter of state and

| ocal I aw.

In regard to the | andowners' specific concerns, the Departnent of
Transportation's Ofice of Pipeline Safety (OPS) has | ooked into
this matter and advi sed ne that Exxon has three crude oi

pi pel ines crossing the Browns' property and that the trees on the
easenent have been cut down, but not fully renoved fromthe
property. The federal pipeline safety standards require all
operators, to "...inspect the surface conditions on or adjacent
to each pipeline right-of-way." The purpose of these inspections
is to |locate any pipeline | eaks and to detect excavation activity
whi ch could affect the safe operation of the pipeline. The
federal standards allow operators to choose the manner of

i nspection. Exxon, as have nost operators, has chosen air
surveillance. Thus, it is necessary to observe the ground in the
vicinity of the pipeline fromthe air. OPS doesnot require that
the surveillance be by air or that any specific width be clear-
cut, only that the nmethod of surveillance chosen and its

i npl ementation allow the surface condition to be adequately
surveyed. Exxon has advised OPS that, due to the nunber of mles
of pipeline in their system air patrol is the nost econom ca

met hod avail able to neet the federal requirenment for inspection
of rights-of-way.

In addition to the patrolling requirenents, federal rules require

t hat Exxon nust maintain and repair its pipelines at all tinmes to
protect the public safety. Exxon advised OPS that the tree roots
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here may threaten the integrity of its pipelines. They believe,
and we agree, that tree roots can damage pipe coating and

di m nish the effectiveness of the corrosion control system which
is required for safety by federal |aw.

| hope this information is hel pful to you.

Si ncerely,

M Cynt hi a Dougl ass
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